Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition

Our goal is to reduce the prevalence of STDs among American Indians and Alaska Natives in the Pacific Northwest by uniting to share wisdom, data, and resources, identify and address common priorities, and develop strategies to eliminate STD-related disparities.

Meeting Minutes – January 9th, 2006
Portland, Oregon

Meeting Attendees:

1. Irene Kipp, Nez Perce

2. Tamara Hollinger, Shoshone-Bannock

3. Lisa Shipman, Shoalwater Bay

4. Raylene McCloud, Nisqually

5. Pam Morton, Quinault

6. Anita Davis, Warm Springs

7. [image: image1.jpg]


Michael Maxwell, Tribal BEAR Project

8. Mark Aubin, Washington State Department of Health

9. Larry Hill, Oregon DOH

10. Nicole Ikebata, Regional Minority HIV/AIDS Resource Consultant

11. Stephanie Craig Rushing, Project Red Talon

12. Lisa Griggs, Project Red Talon

1:00 – Welcome and Introductions 

1:40 – Review of the STD Tribal Action Plan  

The Tribal Action Plan was reviewed by the group, assessing the feasibility, resources, and desired outcomes for each year of the three-year plan.
Changes included:

1. Adding SPIPA’s Tribal BEAR project to item 11 on page 10, which indicated that the project will work with Project Red talon to provide tribal clinics with site visits to encourage and assist in STD/HIV prevention policy adoption.
2. Tracey Mowan is no longer working at Umatilla.  The coalition will need to use another avenue to gather information about Umatilla’s experience providing STD screening during Basketball Tournaments.
3. To ensure the policy discussion continues into year three, the groups would like to have a panel presentation at the Tribal Clinician’s Reproductive Health Conference that shares the experience of Tribes who have implemented new policies. 
4. Because of regular turnover in leadership, the STD/HIV Advocacy Kit will be used annually to update Tribal Council members and the Tribal Health Director.
With those changes, the plan was approved for submission to the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board’s delegates for their review and approval.

3:00 – Discussion of Coalition Workgroups
The group discussed the possibility of forming coalition workgroups that would meet during regular coalition meetings, and report back to the whole coalition at the end of each meeting. These workgroups would address action items relevant to the Tribal Action Plan. The group agreed workgroups should be formed. For year one, the workgroups will consist of:
1. Media Campaign Workgroup

· Goal: Increase community awareness targeting teens, young adults, and high-risk adults, Increase knowledge about risky behaviors, increase willingness to participate in STD/HIV screening or testing, increase use of risk-reduction strategies, improve communication between sexual partners, foster open discussion between parents and youth.

· Activity: Work with Project Red Talon and G&G to develop the AI/AN HIV/STD Media Campaign
· Commitment: Periodic conference calls with G&G; periodic emails regarding messages, and products; quarterly Coalition meetings.

2. Clinic Policy Workgroup  

· Goal: Increase clinic-based Testing and Treatment, improve clinic-based protocols that support STD/HIV prevention

· Activity: Work with Coalition members to identify ways to increase testing and treatment, remove existing barriers to testing and treatment, and facilitate the implementation of clinic-based protocols that support STD/HIV prevention.

· Commitment: Periodic emails regarding workgroup activities; quarterly Coalition meetings.

3:30 – Announcements and Next Steps

Media Update – Discussion: Before deciding what type of campaign we would like to develop, we need to gather additional information from teens and high risk adults about where they access health information and media materials that they regularly interact with. Project Red Talon will develop surveys that can be administered - one for teens and one for drug/alcohol programs. Hopefully the surveys will be given to teens at NAYA and to adults in the NARA treatment program. If you have an active youth group, school, or treatment program, you are also welcome to distribute the surveys and return them to Project Red Talon.
Ideas discussed:

· A Teen ‘Zine – Teen Magazine

· Facts shouldn’t be frosted over; the campaign needs to be accurate and maybe even hard-hitting. We must balance respect for the sensitivity of the topic, with the need to capture the attention of young adults.

· Teacher/classroom materials
Grants/Funding opportunities - An update was provided on 4 possible grants.

The US Conference of Mayors has issued their annual RFP for HIV/AIDS prevention grants, with $60,000 available for projects targeting Native Americans. The coalition has not heard about any NW tribes interested in applying. If anyone would like to apply, you are welcome to modify and submit the Adolescent Reproductive Health grant, that Project Red talon submitted last winter to the CDC. Though it scored well, it was not funded at that time – Perhaps the Conference of Mayors would be willing. The Deadline is February 27th.
Please let me know if your program would be interested in applying.

Next Meeting: April 10, 2006 
The next Red Talon Coalition Meeting will be held in conjunction with Project Red Talon's STD/HIV Prevention Intensive: Train-the-Trainer on April 10th. Travel awards will be available; registration materials will be sent out soon.
· April 10th (Afternoon) - Red Talon Coalition Meeting 

· April 11th (All day) - STD's For Non-Clinicians (Anne Meegan, Seattle STD/HIV Prevention Training Center) 

· April 12th (All day) - Native STD/HIV Prevention Strategies (Jillene Joseph - Native Wellness Institute, and Brian White - California STD/HIV Prevention Training Center)


